Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 03617 101128Z 

17 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 10-11 OMB-Ol SCCT-01 SAM-01 SAJ-01 SAB-01 

EUR- 12 /094W 

069534 

R 101030Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7583 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TOKYO 3617 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, JA, PLO 

SUBJECT: PLO REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE IN TOKYO 

REF: TOKYO 2736 

1 . MOFA VICE MINISTER SATO IS QUOTED AS TELLING PRESS ON 
EVENING OF MARCH 8 THAT HE EXPECTS OPENING OF PLO 
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE IN TOKYO "TO CONTRIBUTE TO MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN PALESTINIAN AND JAPANESE PEOPLES,” 
THUS RESPONDING IN LOWEST KEY TO PLO DEMAND THAT JAPAN 
"RECOGNIZE" PLO REPRESENTATIVES. SATO ALSO SAID THAT 

"IF NECESSARY," FON MIN MIYAZAWA AND OTHER CONCERNED 
OFFICIALS ARE PREPARED TO MEET PLO POLDIV HEAD FAROUK 
KADDOUMI DURING LATTER'S IMPENDING VISIT TO JAPAN. 

2. SATO'S STATEMENT AT REGULARLY-SCHEDULED PRESS CON- 
FERENCE CLOSELY FOLLOWED REPORTS OF SHAFIK AL HOUT'S 
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THAT PLO WOULD OPEN OFFICE IN TOKYO. AL HOUT ALSO 
REPORTEDLY SAID THAT "WITH KADDOUMI AS THE HEAD, A PLO 
DELEGATION HAS RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL INVITATION TO 
VISIT IAPAN FROM THE LDP; ACCOMPANYING THIS, THE OFFICE 
WILL BE OPENED AT THE EARLIEST AFTER MAY." HE TOLD 
JAPANESE PRESS THAT SELECTION OF TOKYO OFFICE CHIEF 
IS STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

3. PRESS HAS PLAYED FONOFF’S HANDLING OF PROBLEM AS 
"CLOSE TO QUASI-DIPLOMATIC TREATMENT." ASAHI QUOTES 
"FONOFF SOURCES" AS SAYING REQUISITES FOR QUASI- 

DIPLOMATIC TREATMENT ARE ESTABLISHMENT OF PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT AND, AIMING AT SOLUTION OF PALESTINE 
QUESTION, PLO'S ATTENDANCE WITH ISRAEL AT GENEVA 
CONFERENCE; 

4. EMBASSY'S FONOFF CONTACTS REJECT USE OF TERM "QUASI 
DIPLOMATIC STATUS" TO DESCRIBE PRESENT SITUATION. THEY ALSO DRAW 
CAREFUL DISTINCTION BETWEEN AN INVITATION TO PLO 

GROUP BY THE LDP AND BY THE LDP'S INTERNATIONAL 
BUREAU (THE PRESENT CASE). FINALLY, EMBASSY'S CONTACTS 
SAID VISIT WOULD TAKE PLACE IN APRIL AND OFFICE OPENING MIGHT 
OCCUR SOMETIME IN MAY. 

5. COMMENT: AL HOUT ANNOUNCEMENT, AND FONOFF NOD 
TOWARD IT, SEEMS TO BRING TO AN END EIGHT MONTH-LONG 
NEGOTIATION OVER CONDITIONS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF 
TOKYO OFFICE. THOUGH GOJ IS PERSUADED THAT NO DURABLE 
SOLUTION TO MIDDLE EAST PROBLEMS LIKELY WITHOUT PLO 
PARTICIPATION IN IT, IT SUCCESSFULLY AVOIDED GIVING 

PLO MORE FAVORABLE TREATMENT THAN WESTERN EUROPEAN STATES. 
SHOESMITH 
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